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The ‘Baldja 
Maarakool’ 
Space

PROJECT:

Senior High School

We would like to use the CUA grant 
to build the ‘Baldja Maarakool’ space 
in our school. This will consist of a 
mural highlighting the importance 
of our indigenous culture. In front 
of this mural, we wish to construct 
an indigenous garden that displays 
various edible indigenous plants. 
We believe that this space will help 
remind our students and teachers 
that indigenous culture is a valued 
part of our history; we are also 
aiming to ensure that our indigenous 
students feel that they have a place 
to leave their mark, and understand 
that they belong to a very wide and 
very caring community. 

•	 Lift	the	profile	of	
indigenous	culture	in	the	
school	community

•	 Create	a	greater	sense	of	
belonging	for	indigenous	
students

•	 Connect	the	school	
community	to	indigenous	
culture	and	community

•	 Foster	indigenous	
education	opportunities	
with	the	school	community

Mount Lawley Senior High School
65 Woodsome Street
Mount Lawley
WA 6050
Tel: (08) 9471 0300

Mount Lawley Senior High School

The ‘Baldja Maarakool’ Space
Objective

To lift the profile of Indigenous culture in the school community - this is the first Indigenous 
installation at the school.

To create a greater sense of belonging for our Indigenous students.

To greater connect the school community to the local Indigenous culture and community.

To foster Indigenous education opportunities within the whole school community.

The ‘Baldja Maarakool’ Mural

Create a ‘Baldja Maarakool Mural’ (‘firmly united with the hands’) representing all of the Indigenous 
students in the school, using Indigenous painting techniques. 

The mural will be devised with the assistance of Indigenous artists, and work three-dimensionally 
around and through the openings of the wall. It may include:

A representation of Western Australia and the location of the various tribal groups. 

A depiction of the journey from childhood through adolescence to adulthood that mirrors the journey 
from primary school, through Middle School and Senior School. 

We hope to incorporate the following:

‘Jinjeejerdup’, pronounced jin-gee-jer-dup, is the Nyoongar name for the Mount Lawley area, meaning 
‘place of the honey eater’. 
Travelling north from the Derbarl Yerrigan (Swan River) around the site of today’s city of Perth, was a 
series of wetlands and lakes that were all interlinked. 
These wetlands were an extremely bountiful source of many wetland food types. 
However, a little further to the east as you followed what today we call Alexander Drive, the vegetation 
changed and gave way to some wonderful Banksia heath lands with a myriad of flowering plants,
including the Moodjar (Australian Christmas Tree, Nuytsia floribunda).
 
With so many different flowering plants at all times of the year, this was a wonderful place for many 
animals, including many honey eating birds, which gives Mount Lawley its traditional name.
 
Please note that the information as it is written above was compiled by Kurongkurl Katitjin, Centre for 
Indigenous Australian Education and Research,	  Edith Cowan University

Mount Lawley


