
This package will outline the various activities we have been, and 
will be, undertaking this year. We hope that it provides answers to 
many of the questions you might have.

Further information is also available on our intranet website at 
https://streaming.lawley.wa.edu.au/cadets (details about how to 
access this further on). 

If you have any questions, please speak to Andrew the Chaplain on 
0419 048 310 or chaplain@lawley.wa.edu.au

Training is Mondays 
after school from 3:00pm 
to 5:00pm. Meet outside 
Student Services.

Dates for Camps & Activities
Our planned dates will be distributed at the 
beginning of the year..

Thanks for your interest in 
joining our Bush Ranger 

Cadet Unit. Be assured, we 
have plenty of  opportunities 

for you this year, as well as lots 
of  new people to get to know!

Application 
Package 2012

Feeding the Banded Hair Wallabies at Project 
Eden, Francois Peron National Park (2010).



The program is run, and funded, 
under the State Government’s 
Cadets WA program, and heavily 
resourced and supported by the 
Department of Environment & 
Conservation (DEC).

Cadets meet weekly, learning a 
variety of skills, developing 
independence and leadership 
q u a l i t i e s , l e a r n i n g a b o u t 
conservation and the role that 
DEC plays in looking after  the 
wealth of flora, fauna and land 
under its protection.

The cadets then have opportunity 
t o a p p l y t h e i r s k i l l s a n d 
knowledge through community 
s e r v i c e a n d c o n s e r v a t i o n 
activities, as well as a series of ‘in 
the field’ experiences, camps and 
expeditions.

The cadets work together in 
small and large groups, with 
S e n i o r C a d e t s g i v e n 
responsibility for  a variety of 
projects , as wel l as the 
management of the rest of the 
cadet group. They have a say in 
selecting the activities the Unit 
undertakes, and feed back 
regularly to the Instructors.

Monday Training
We meet every Monday after school between 3:10 and 
5:00pm. The Cadets meet outside the Student Services 

building and then move to various areas around the school 
for our activities. 

Training will involve a series of sessions, with cadets 
needing to participate in certain sessions to be eligible 
for promotions and camp experiences. The topics include: 

Working Safely in Natural Environments, Bushcraft and 
Survival, First Aid, Leadership, Personal Growth, Conservation, 

Winning Back Wildlife, as well as the Interpretation of the Natural 
Environment.

The cadets will also select, plan and participate in a Practical 
Conservation Project as a part of these Monday sessions. This project 
may be at school, or require them to undertake excursion trips to a 
variety of locations.

Planning for a 
New Year

“It’s fun, it’s free, and you’re 
helping the environment”

“A fun, enjoyable experience 
that everyone should take up.”

“Cadets has been a great 
experience for me so far. I’ve 

tried things that I would never 
have done before.”

Meeting some of the local 
wildlife in Shark Bay (2010).



Skill Development
There are several skills that we see as an important 
part of the development of our cadets, and they 
form the backbone of our  Monday 
training program. 

Leadership development is 
something we actively pursue 
with our  senior cadets, providing 
them with opportunity to lead 
a n d f e e d b a c k t h r o u g h a 
mentoring process. Campcraft, 
safety, navigation and first aid 
are also important aspects of 
our training.

Our Plan For 2008 

Practical Conservation & Community Service
The cadets will be involved in a number of Practical Conservation Projects over the year. Some of these will take 
place during our camping experiences, and others during our weekly training. The cadets have, and will have, 
opportunity to select the projects they are involved in, and need to demonstrate an involvement in that project 
to be eligible for promotion.

Projects have included seed collection, dune restoration, tree and sedge planting, weed reduction in National 
Parks and the Marine Community Monitoring Program, which involves flora and fauna surveys and beach 
monitoring activities.

The cadets will also participate in a variety of community service opportunities, usually connected with a 
conservation focus. In the past these have included ‘Earth Day @ ECU’, where the cadets assisted the staff at 
Edith Cowan University and the various service providers to run a day of activities for  several hundred primary 
school students. We are involved in a similar program for  World Environment Day, and have helped to run the 
Landcare Exhibit at the Perth Royal Show, planted trees in a number of locations, and worked with DEC staff to 
improve facilities at Monkey Mia, as well as other National Parks.

We have also partnered with the local Inglewood Triangle Bushland Support Group, undertaking restoration and 
survey work in a pocket of remnant bushland close to the school.

Camps
The Unit has undertaken an 
extensive and rewarding 
camping program over the 
years , w i th t r ip s to 
Karijini National Park, 
Cape Range National Park 
(near  Exmouth and the Ningaloo 
Reef), Francois Peron National Park 
in Shark Bay, the Leeuwin-Naturaliste 
National Park near  Margaret River, along 
with the Stirling Ranges, Pemberton, the 
Avon Valley, Wellington Dam, Walpole and Rottnest.

During these experiences, they have undertaken 
activities, which include weed reduction, beach clean-
up, improving walking track drainage, National Park 
maintenance, and fauna surveys. These experiences are 
usually conducted with the DEC Rangers and staff in the 
various locations we visit, and provide a number  of 
challenging and exciting activities only available through 
the program.

We want our  cadets to experience the depth, breadth 
and beauty of Western Australia’s natural environment, 
to learn the processes of remote camping and minimum 
impact processes, and to learn how to work well as an 
individual and as a team. 



Our Instructors
Our Unit Leader is Andrew Paul, the 
School Chaplain, who has been involved 
with the Unit since its inception at Mount 
Lawley in 1998. He has an extensive 
experience in running camps and outdoor 
activities and skills in a variety of 
instructional areas, as well as first aid and 
water-based safety and has a Graduate 
Diploma in Applied Science (Outdoor 
Pursuits).

The other  instructors are made up of a 
variety of staff from Mount Lawley SHS as 
well as the local community. 

The staff come from both the Middle and 
Senior  Schools, some of whom have been 
involved for several years. 

Local youth workers and past cadets (who have 
graduated from the school) also help to make 
up our Instructor base. 

Accessing Information Online
As we mentioned earlier, there is a large amount of information that can be accessed on the 

school’s intranet. Students will be shown how  to access their  school computer  accounts during their  classes at the beginning 
of the year, and can use their  Login ID and Password to access the intranet from a school computer  or  even from home. You 
can go straight to the cadets web page, or follow the links from the ‘For Students’ section of the website.

https://streaming.lawley.wa.edu.au/cadets
The intranet website is an important tool for  the cadets, as along with photos and write ups of our  activities, it is the place 
the cadets need to go to access their  Camp Application and Excursion forms and details throughout the year. The intranet 
website is our main form of communication with the cadets during the year, and links to a blog we use during camps.

The school email list also has a segment for Bush Ranger Cadets. We encourage all Cadet families to 
join. Follow the links from the school’s homepage: www.lawley.wa.edu.au/email

Indigenous education. (2011).

Camping at Boranup (2011).

Kalbarri river gorges (2011).

https://streaming.lawley.wa.edu.au/cadets
https://streaming.lawley.wa.edu.au/cadets
http://www.lawley.wa.edu.au/email
http://www.lawley.wa.edu.au/email


How to Apply 
in 2012 ...
This package includes the 
application forms that need to 
be filled in and returned in order  
to become a member of the 
Mount Lawley Senior High School 
Bush Ranger Cadet Unit. Please 
follow the following steps to 
submit your application:
1. Please remember, new Cadets 

are committing to join, and 
participate, in the Unit for  at 
least one semester  (half 
year). If you decide to leave 
the Unit, we ask you do it 
after this initial period.

2. Fill in all of the enclosed 
forms fully, and remember 
t h e p a r e n t / g u a r d i a n 
signatures that are required 
( including those from a 
witness).

3. Detach the information pages 
and keep them for your  own 
reference.

4. Return your  Application Forms 
to the Chaplain’s Office in the 
Student Services building 
(next to the library). If the 
Chaplain is not there, please 
leave it in the Chaplain’s 
pigeonhole in the Student 
Services building.

5. As there are a limited number  
of places available, and great 
interest in the program, a 
selection process may take 
place, involving the Cadet 
Instructors and other school 
staff to determine who will 
be invited to join the Unit. 
S t u d e n t s m a y t h e n b e 
interviewed (this may just be 
a brief chat) by one of the 
instructors. The purpose of 

Enrolment Application Form
Note: Enrolment in the Bush Rangers signifies a voluntary agreement to accept the rules of  the 

organisation and to abide by the Bush Rangers Code of  Conduct.

this discussion is to try and determine the prospective cadet’s level of 
enthusiasm for the program and to clarify any questions they may have.

7. Our first session for new Cadets will be in week 3 of Term 1, (or week 2 
of Term 3 if you are joining us in Semester 2). The dates will be 
published on a notice outside Andrew the Chaplain’s office. All new 
Cadets should expect to attend this first session. If you have any 
questions, please speak to Andrew the Chaplain.








